CHAPTER    VIII
THE JAMESON RAID
1895-6
THERE is no incident in British history which from comparatively
small beginnings had larger and more lasting results than the
Jameson Raid which took place on December 31, 1895. Not only
the British position in South Africa, but the relations of Great Britain
with her neighbours in Europe were to be profoundly influenced
before the events which it set in motion were exhausted.
A glance backwards is necessary to explain the situation in South
Africa at the end of 1895.   For some time after the retrocession of the
Transvaal in 1881 it had been tacitly assumed that the north of the
sub-continent would fall to the Boers and the south to the British,
But from the beginning of his career, Cecil Rhodes, the greatest of
the South African British pioneers, had cherished the dream of a
union of South Africa from the Cape to the Zambesi under the
British flag ; and from 1890 onwards a veiled conflict had been going
on between him and Kruger, the President of the Transvaal, who
held stubbornly to the cause of Boer independence and ascendancy
in the north.   So far Rhodes had conducted this business with great
skill and foresight, and up to 1895'lie had won, and Kruger had lost,
almost every point in the game.   The Chartered Company of South
Africa had now a firm hold over the north ; the Imperial Government
had annexed Bechuanaland and by an understanding with Portugal
cut the Boers off from the sea on the east; the Stellaland Raid, the
Limpopo Trek and other forlorn efforts of the Transvaal Boers to
break out of the circle which was being drawn about them had been
headed off and turned back.   Rhodes was a resolute man with few
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